TWO GROUPS OF BULLFIGHTERS BEING RUN
OVER AT ONCE BY A SINGLE BULL
(PREPARATORY DRAWING 2).
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SERIE: BULLFIGHTING(PRINTS AND DRAWINGS , 1814-1816) (32C/46)
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HISTORIA

See How the ancient Spaniards hunted bulls on horseback in the countryside.

Line of provenance: [José Atanasio Echeverria, Mexico]; Julian Benjamin Williams, Seville (d.
1866); John Wetherell (?) (d. 1865); Horatio / Nathan Wetherell (?) (until 1874); Frederick William
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This is one of the four preparatory drawings for Bullfighting and its Extensions held by the
Hamburger Kunsthalle (28a, 32b, Ea and Ka) and one of the few of the series and its extensions


http://fundaciongoyaenaragon.es/obra/modo-como-los-antiguos-espanoles-cazaban-los-toros-a-caballo-en-el-campo-estampa/1651

not in the Prado Museum, Madrid.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO
See How the ancient Spaniards hunted bulls on horseback in the countryside.

Second of the two preparatory drawings for the print Two groups of bullfighters being run over at
once by a single bull. This is one of the four preparatory drawings for the series of engravings of
the Bullfightings and its extensions, which mixes sanguine with red wash (27a, 32b, Ea and Ka).

In this case the scene, which covers the whole of the space that will later be represented in the
print, is very confusing. There are a large number of figures in the bullring, although the central
part can be clearly distinguished, where we can see how the bull charges a horse that is falling to
the ground at that moment with the picador still on it, while some of the labourers are holding the
picador and helping him to stick the pike into the bull to see if he will leave the equine, whose guts
he has pulled out. This central group thus resolved differs somewhat from the one in the first
preparatory drawing, but is quite close to the one in the later print.

Some other elements present in this drawing are retained with notable fidelity in the engraving,
such as the two dead horses in the background and the group of labourers carrying away the
wounded picador from the dead horse on the left. It should be remembered that in the first
preparatory drawing only one of the dead horses appeared and in a different position, and that in
the print, as established here, both will be present.

Lafuente Ferrari raises certain doubts about the authorship of this drawing.
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