INFERNAL SCENE (PREPARATORY DRAWING)
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CRONOLOGIA Ca. 1819 - 1823

UBICACION The British Museum, London, United Kingdom
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TECNICA Y SOPORTE

RECONOCIMIENTO DE LA AUTORIA DE GOYA Documented work

TITULAR The British Museum

FICHA: REALIZACION/REVISION 25 Aug 2021 / 28 Apr 2023

INVENTARIO 2170 1876,0510.374

HISTORIA

Juan Agustin Cean Bermudez; Paul Lefort, Paris; sale Paul Lefort, Paris, 1869; Philippe Burty,
London; sale Philippe Burty at Sotheby's, 1876; British Museum, 1876.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO

On the right of the composition a monstrous figure, as if it were a demon, drags a man tied
by the feet with a rope. The whiteness and repose of his body are reminiscent of piety and
contrast with the chaos of diabolical beings, monsters, animals and demented faces that
surround him, depicted in grey, forming a sombre and confused background.

This is the drawing that served as the basis for the lithograph Infernal Scene in the National
Library, Madrid). In both cases, the figures move from left to right towards an area of light
that could represent an abyss or the underworld. The scenes have a nightmarish aura that
pervades much of Goya's work and suggest a connection with his Black Paintings. It is also
similar to the drawing The Road to Hell.
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