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HISTORIA

See	How	the	ancient	Spaniards	hunted	bulls	on	horseback	in	the	countryside.

Line	of	provenance:	[José	Atanasio	Echeverría,	Mexico];	Julian	Benjamin	Williams,	Seville	(d.
1866);	John	Wetherell	(?)	(d.	1865);	Horatio	/	Nathan	Wetherell	(?)	(until	1874);	Frederick	William
Cosens,	London	(1874-1890);	Sotheby's,	London,	auction	of	Frederick	William	Cosens'	estates
(11-21	November	1890);	Bernard	Quaritch	Ltd,	London	(November	1890-July	1891);	acquired	by
the	Hamburger	Kunsthalle	on	14	July	1891.

This	is	one	of	the	four	preparatory	drawings	for	Bullfighting	and	its	Extensions	held	by	the
Hamburger	Kunsthalle	(28a,	32b,	Ea	and	Ka)	and	one	of	the	few	of	the	series	and	its	extensions
not	in	the	Prado	Museum,	Madrid.

http://fundaciongoyaenaragon.es/obra/modo-como-los-antiguos-espanoles-cazaban-los-toros-a-caballo-en-el-campo-estampa/1651


ANÁLISIS	ARTÍSTICO

See	How	the	ancient	Spaniards	hunted	bulls	on	horseback	in	the	countryside.

Preparatory	drawing	for	the	print	Death	of	Pepe	Illon	(Bullfighting	E).	It	shows	the	dark,	dramatic
and	mysterious	nature	of	the	bullfighting	festival.	It	is	a	scene	full	of	characters	and	movement.	In
the	foreground	are	the	bull	that	would	end	up	killing	the	famous	bullfighter	Pepe	Illo	(1754-1801)
on	the	fateful	afternoon	of	11	May	1801,	and	the	bullfighter	himself,	already	hooked	on	one	of	its
horns.	He	is	being	shaken	and	lifted	up	into	the	air	while	a	large	group	of	peons	rush	in	to	try	to
save	him.	On	the	right	we	can	see	how	a	picador	on	his	horse	goes	straight	to	stand	in	the	way
with	his	pike	in	his	hand.	In	the	background,	lads	with	capes	appear	and	the	bullring	is	sketched
out,	but	only	very	briefly.	To	the	left	of	the	scene	we	see	how	a	man	with	a	lance	is	also	ready	to
attack	the	bull,	while	another	man	stands	in	front	of	the	animal,	with	a	cape	in	his	hand,	to	divert
its	attention.

The	use	of	two	techniques,	the	usual	sanguine	and	red	wash,	which	gives	more	fluidity	to	the
forms,	gives	movement	to	the	scene,	which	with	few	changes	is	transferred	to	the	plate	and	thus
to	the	print,	which	is	very	similar	to	the	preparatory	drawing,	although	somewhat	lighter	visually.

Lafuente	Ferrari	raises	certain	doubts	about	the	authorship	of	this	drawing.
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