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HISTORIA

In	1920,	this	work	was	sold	at	auction	together	with	the	Bardac	collection	at	the	Petit	Gallery,
Paris.	It	belonged	to	the	Wildenstein	collection	in	New	York.

ANÁLISIS	ARTÍSTICO

This	is	probably	a	preparatory	study	for	the	finished	portrait.	María	Luisa	de	Parma's	head	is	here
covered	with	a	hat	and	is	facing	the	viewer,	with	a	slight	smile	on	her	face.

Thanks	to	the	queen's	correspondence	with	Manuel	Godoy,	we	know	that	Goya	worked	on	this
sketch	between	the	5th	and	the	9th	of	October,	and	that	in	order	to	achieve	the	right	angle	for
what	was	to	be	an	equestrian	portrait	the	queen	posed	for	the	artist	"...perched	on	a	platform	five
or	six	steps	up...	wearing	hat,	scarf	and	cloth	dress...".
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