CHICKEN FIGHTS (LAS GIGANTILLAS)

CLASIFICACION: EASEL PAINTING. TAPESTRY CARTOONS
SERIE: SEVEN CARTOONS FOR TAPESTRIES FOR THE KING'S OFFICE IN THE PALACE OF SAN LORENZO DE EL ESCORIAL (7/7)
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FICHA: REALIZACION/REVISION 27 Dec 2009 / 14 Jun 2023

INVENTARIO 72 (PO7112)

HISTORIA

See The Wedding.

Around 1856 or 1857, this cartoon was taken from the Royal Tapestry Factory to the Royal
Palace in Madrid. In 1870 the tapestry cartoons that were in the basements of the palace
were moved to the Prado Museum, back then known as the Painting and Sculpture Museum.


file:///obra/77

It was then that six cartoons by Goya were discovered to be missing, including the one

before us (see Children with a Cart). In 1913 this work was identified in a sale taking place in
Paris, at the Galerie Marczell von Nemes. It was acquired by Baron Herzog, who gave it as a
gift to Alphonso XIII, who in turn donated it to the Prado Museum, where it remains to this

day.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO

The canvas shows some boys playing at climbing up on each other's shoulders. There are
four children and one additional figure. The arrangement of the characters on the canvas
follows the same pattern as in previous cartoons such as The Parasol, that is to say, a
foreground with figures, a mound behind them, and more figures behind this obstacle,
helping to create a sense of depth. A rural landscape occupies the background.

The balancing act of the children reminds the scholar Tomlinson of the moments of political
instability that Spain was suffering following the French Revolution and its resulting
oppression. Goya's contact with intellectuals did not go unnoticed in his works, and as such
the heights to which these boys and the characters of other cartoons in the series climb only
serve to remind us of the great fall that awaits them.
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