THE CHINCHILLAS

CLASIFICACION: DRAWINGS
SERIE: CAPRICHOS (PRINTS AND DRAWINGS, 1797-1799) 50C/85

DATOS GENERALES

CRONOLOGIA Ca. 1797 - 1798

UBICACION The Prado National Museum. Madrid, Madrid,
Spain

DIMENSIONES 196 x 141 mm

TECNICA Y SOPORTE

RECONOCIMIENTO DE LA AUTORIA DE GOYA Documented work

TITULAR El Prado National Museum

FICHA: REALIZACION/REVISION 13 Sep 2022 / 26 Jun 2023

INVENTARIO 2134 D.3950

INSCRIPCIONES
14 (in pencil. recto, lower left-hand corner)

HISTORIA
On the origin of this and other preparatory drawings for The Caprices, see the commentary
on the first of them, corresponding to Caprice number 1 (Francisco de Goya y Lucientes,


https://fundaciongoyaenaragon.es/obra/fran-co-goya-y-lucientes-pintor/869

painter), and on the one corresponding to Caprice 3 (The bogeyman is Coming).

Line of provenance of this drawing: Javier Goya; Mariano Goya, 1854; Valentin Carderera, ca.
1861; Mariano Carderera, 1880; Prado Museum, 1886.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO
Preparatory drawing for the Caprice 50. The Chinchillas. The first ide for this print was in the
Dream, Dream 17. The Disease of Reason.

This preparatory drawing shows two inert characters, armoured and chained, being spoon-
fed by a faceless being with donkey's ears. The print follows this design faithfully, adding a
dark aquatint background to create a violent illumination that dramatises the scene.

E. Helman found the literary source for the subject, the comedy El domine Lucas by
Canizares, in which one of the main characters is called Chinchilla. The play is a satire on
nobles imbued with genealogy.
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