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INSCRIPCIONES
Fluctibus Reipublicae / expulsus / Pintado pr Goya 1815 ("Fluctibus Reipublicae expulsus,
Painted by Goya, 1815", on the piece of paper in the sitter's hand)

HISTORIA

In around 1900 this work belonged to the collection of Enrique O'Shea, in Madrid. In 1908 it went
to the Miethke gallery, in Vienna, which organized a small exhibition of works by Goya. It was
acquired by Arthur Mayer, of Karlovy Vary (formerly Karlsbad), for his private collection. It appears



to have been acquired by the National Gallery of Prague in 1938.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO

Miguel de Lardizébal (San Felipe de Tlaxcala, 1744-Vergara?, Vizcaya, 18257), was born in
Mexico and moved to Madrid in 1760, returning to the country that his father, who was from the
Basque Country, had left behind to go to New Spain. He received an excellent upbringing and
became a cultivated man. In Spain he held official posts related to foreign affairs, forming part of
Bonaparte's government but always remaining loyal to Ferdinand VII, whom he admired due to
his absolutist convictions. Upon the return of "the Desired", he was named Minister of the Indies
and President of the Company of the Philippines until he was dismissed and imprisoned following
accusations that he had shown excessive favour towards the interests of his native land.

For some time the figure in this portrait had been identified as General Espoz y Mina, until Soria
corrected this error. The half-length portrait shows Lardizabal in official dress and bearing the
decorations of a sash and cross. His black jacket is heavily decorated with golden needlework at
the cuffs, collar and around the buttons, which Goya has faithfully recreated using heavy, impasto
brushstrokes that shimmer above their dark background. Under his left arm he cradles a hat,
whilst his right hand holds a letter on which Goya has inserted the inscription, which, translated
from the Latin would read something like "Brought down by affairs of the State", in reference to his
removal from office. His face, framed by his somewhat dishevelled hair, also speaks of the
situation in which the subject was living at the time, and it is also reflected in his bitter gaze.

In terms of technique, the dark colour palette and the use of short, heavily-loaded brushstrokes
gives a foretaste of how Goya would execute his Black Paintings.

EXPOSICIONES

Goya
Koninklijk Kabinet van Schilderijen Mauritshuis
The Hauge 1970

organized by Ministerio de Estado
y Asuntos Culturales and Réunion
des Musées Nationaux, July 4th
to September 13th 1970.
Exhibited also at the Musée de
I'Orangerie des Tuileries, Paris,
October 25th to December 7th
1970, consultant editors Jeannine

Baticle and A. B. de Vries
cat. 46

BIBLIOGRAFIA

L'ceuvre peint de Goya. 4
vols

DESPARMET FITZ - GERALD, Xavier

vol. I, p. 205, cat. 494

1928-1950

GUDIOL RICART, José
vol. |, p. 364, cat. 643
t|

1970

Poligrafa

El Miguel (?) de Lardizabal
de Goya. (Problemas en
torno a un retrato)

Artigrama

STEPANEK, Pavel

Goya. 250 Aniversario
Museo Nacional del Prado Madrid 1996

consultant editor Juan J. Luna.
From March 29th to June 2nd
1996

cat. 171

GO{a's portrait of Miguel
de Lardizabal

The Burlington Magazine

SORIA, Martin S.

pp.161-162

clil

1960

L'_oEera pittorica completa
di Goya
ANGELIS, Rita de

p. 129, cat. 586

1974

Rizzoli

Goya. 250 Aniversario
LUNA, Juan J. (Comisario)

p. 436, cat. 171 y p. 246 (il.)

1996

Museo del Prado

Vie et ouvre de Francisco
de Goya

GASSIER, Pierre y WILSON, Juliet

pp. 226, 297, 376, cat. 1546

1970

Office du livre

Francisco de Goya, 4 vols.
CAMON AZNAR, José

vol. IV, p. 38 y p. 278 (il.)

1980-1982

Caja de Ahorros de Zaragoza, Aragoén y Rioja

www.ngprague.cz


http://www.ngprague.cz/

pp.397-404
8-9
1991-1992

ENLACES EXTERNOS



