THE DISEASE OF REASON (17TH?DREAM)

CLASIFICACION: DRAWINGS
SERIE: CAPRICHOS (PRINTS AND DRAWINGS, 1797-1799) (50B/85)

DATOS GENERALES

CRONOLOGIA Ca. 1796 - 1797

UBICACION The Prado National Museum. Madrid, Madrid,
Spain

DIMENSIONES 235 x 161 mm

TECNICA Y SOPORTE

RECONOCIMIENTO DE LA AUTORIA DE GOYA Documented work

TITULAR El Prado National Museum

FICHA: REALIZACION/REVISION 14 Sep 2022 / 23 Jun 2023

INVENTARIO 2284 D3916

INSCRIPCIONES
76 (in pencil; recto, lower left-hand corner)

La enfermedad de la razon [superimposed on the inscription Nightmare dreaming...] (in ink;
recto, lower centre)

Pesadilla sonando qe. no me podia dispertar ni desen- / rredar de mi nobleza en donde bi [a



unos] nobles mons- / truos con la misma enfermedad [under the inscription The disease of
reason] (in pencil; recto, lower centre)

35 (verso, upper centre)

35 (verso, left)

35 [turning] (in red, reverse, left)

Watermark: H C WEND / & / ZOONEN [Large shield with helmet and letters "H -- C / W"

inside].

HISTORIA

On the gestation, history and aims of the series known as Dreams, a set of preparatory

drawings for The Caprices, see Dream 1: Universal Language.

Line of provenance of the present drawing: Javier Goya; Mariano Goya, 1854; Valentin
Carderera, ca. 1861; Mariano Carderera, 1880; Prado Museum, 1886.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO

Preparatory drawing for the etching of Caprice 50. The Chinchillas. The scene depicts the
aristocrats encased in their noble coats of arms, who neither move, nor see, nor hear. They
only eat the food given to them by the women and men of the place. It is thus, according to
Matilla, a fierce criticism of hereditary and unproductive aristocracy.

The print and the preparatory drawing are not identical, as Matilla describes: in the
engraving the women and the male figure holding the spoon have disappeared. They are
replaced by a blindfolded figure with donkey's ears.
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